
BAG SEASONING

For bellows pipes, plain chanter stock.

7 parts vaseline to 1 part beeswax by weight. Melt the ingredients together in a water 
bath. 

Quantity for 1 application about 30ml, or 1 35mm film capsule.

1. What follows applies if you DO NOT have a chanter switch. If you do, go to 15.
2. Remove the chanter, drones and blowpipe, taking care not to damage the reeds, 

and put them in a safe place.
3. Insert corks or tightly wadded paper into all stocks, except the chanter stock. If 

your drone stock has a switch, then just close the switch. 
4. Take a piece of writing paper 148 x 105mm (A6, ¼ A4). Roll it into a tube, and 

insert it into the chanter stock until it projects a few mm beyond the inside end of 
the stock.

5. Place the seasoning mixture into small jug which pours well.
6. Heat the jug in a waterbath/bain-marie/saucepan with a little water. Simmer until 

the mixture has melted and reached roughly the same temperature as the water.
7. Position the bag flat on a table with the dronestock and blowpipe stock standing 

upright. Perform all the following actions fairly quickly, while the mixture is 
liquid.

8. Pour the mixture into the bag through the paper tube in the chanter stock.
9. Remove the paper tube, and insert a cork or paper wad.
10. Manipulate the bag so that the mixture flows into all parts but not into the stocks, 

paying particular attention to the seam. 
11. Rub the bag against itself until you feel that all the inside surfaces are covered.
12. Leave a few minutes until mixture is congealed.
13. Remove all corks/paper wads.
14. Check that the stocks are clean. If seasoning mixture has got into any stocks, 
remove it with absorbent paper wrapped on a pencil or stick.
15. If you have a chanterswitch, it is important not to let the seasoning mixture get 
into the back of the stock. Therefore pour the mixture into the bag through the paper 
tube via the blowpipe stock. Manipulate the bag as above, but also use the handle of a 
long wooden spoon to push the back of the bag into the neck, so as to distribute some 
of the seasoning up to but not into the back of the chanter stock.

While the chanter, drones etc, are out of the bag, you can take the opportunity to 
check all the lapping thread, and do any cleaning that may be necessary. Take care not 
to damage the reeds. If you remove them, be sure to replace them firmly, using a 
slight twisting movement to locate them in the tapered sockets.
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